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Lektor's aesthetic satisfactions are largely indepen-
dent of aesthetic values in the matter of blank verse ;
and the same must be said of an estimate that grades
the poetic values of the Countess scenes at a high
" Shakespearean " level. An extravagant estimate
has motived an ill-accredited theory and an exorbi-
tant claim.
We can but hope that the painstaking research
of Lektor 0sterberg, though directed to a thesis
which is found so untenable, will indirectly lead to
further and more profitable exploration. Some of
his parallels seem to me, as aforesaid, to point
suggestively to the pre-Shakespearean collaboration
in ROMEO and the MERCHANT ; and that Greene had
a hand in a play which underlies LOVE'S LABOUR'S
LOST, as in a LOVE'S LABOUR'S WON which underlies
ALL'S WELL THAT ENDS WELL, is a hypothesis that
may at least usefully stimulate the study of the
former comedy, which presents a problem thus far
unsolved.